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2010 Tartan Spectacular
Australian Pipe Band Championships

Compiled by Lindsay Chuck, APBA Inc. Secretary.

Congratulations to the winning bands – Grade 1 - The Pipeband
Club, Grade 2 – Hawthorn City, Grade 3 - Manawatu Develop-
ment, Grade 4 – LCC Southern Cross, Juvenile – Scotch College
Melbourne, and to Dominic Andersen-Strudwick, winner of the
Drum Majors’ Contest. Full results can be found at:
http://www.pipebandsqld.org/cms/index.php
Forty-seven bands competed at
the Australian Pipe Band Cham-
pionships at Caloundra, Queen-
sland on Easter Saturday. Entries
were good in all grades with 4
bands in grade 1, 7 in grade 2, 10
in grade 3, 21 in grade 4 and 5 in
juvenile representing Australia
and New Zealand.
The weather as always is a con-
cern for an event like the champi-
onships. On this occasion the rain was not a problem, it was the
overcast and sunny conditions that caused a high demand for
sun block and water. Unfortunately there were still many red
necks and faces at the end of the day.

Tents for bands were set up inside
the oval boundary at the opposite
end to the two contest circles.
This allowed plenty of room for
bands to prepare for their contest
element .
Adjudication is a big factor in any
championship. For bands, it’s the
difference between a place and
comments on improvement for the

Welcome to our second Newsletter for circulation by Branch secretaries
to all members with email access. It was intended to publish this at 1st
April but it has been delayed to allow a report on the recent Pipe Band
College Music Principals & Vice Principals Conference to be included .

Please feel free to send any articles or photos that you would like to see
published either to Lindsay Chuck at the addresses shown below or di-
rectly to me at michael@storagedesign.com.au

Important Note
Please forward this

Newsletter to all your
band members or display
in your band practice hall

Australia Highlanders

Around the Circle
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next contest. For promoters, it’s a costly and necessary
component of the championship budget. Adjudicators at
the championships were piping – Ross Campbell (Qld),
Bob Worrall (Can), Brian Niven (Vic), Graeme Bilsland
(NZ), drumming – Scott Mitchell (NZ), Yvonne
Coustley (Qld), Ensemble – Bill Russell (Vic), Andrew
Berthoff (Can), Contest Supervisor – Christine Gordon,
Assistant contest supervisor – Glenys O’Malley and mid
section - Tyler Fry (Can) and Ken Maltman (NSW).  We
don’t always think about adjudicators and their dedica-
tion, however on this occasion the number of bands and

tight program, meant a long day for both adjudicators and officials. They were at the oval
just after 7am until the finish of the day. Christine Gordon almost proved you can be in two
different places at the same time, while congratulations go to Glenys O’Malley on officiating
at her first championship.
As mentioned, the competition timetable didn’t allow
much flexibility, and full credit and thank you to the con-
test supervisor and assistant, adjudicators, bands and offi-
cials for ensuring the program finished on time. I’m not
aware of any major incidents apart from problems with
announcing the results at the massed bands closing cere-
mony. David Booth, drum major, did a great job in provid-
ing the results to the bands.
Finally, thank you to the organising committee of Pipe
Bands Australia, Queensland Branch. Events like this
don’t just happen. Many hours are spent ensuring every-
thing is in place to make the day a success.

If you have feedback on the event please email The APBA Secretary at
secretary@pipebands.asn.au

2010 APBA Music Principals & Vice Principals
Conference

The conference was conducted in Adelaide on Saturday 17th April, 2010, and had the follow-
ing piping and drumming representatives:
 Queensland- Ross Campbell/Callum MacSween
 New South Wales- Garry Barker/Dean Hall
 Victoria- Brian Niven/Rob Bennett
 Western Australia- Iain Westgate/Danny Bowles
 Tasmania- Gary Webb/John Ralph
 South Australia- Craig Masson/apologies from Des Philips
APBA Piping Principal Brett Tidswell and Drumming Principal Greg Bassani

APBA President Greg Gordon was the Chair for group discussions, and along with APBA
Secretary Lindsay Chuck, kept things moving along very smoothly. An intense day of dis-
cussion was conducted on a number of matters submitted by the Branches and APBA Cen-
tral. The day was divided into separate piping and drumming periods, chaired by the Music
Principals, and combined sessions chaired by the President.

City of Blacktown No 2

Adjudicators Hard at Work
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The following summary indicates the significant outcomes from the day’s proceedings and
the direction for future discussions by your Music Principals and Vice Principals

National Summer School

Greg Bassani presented a business plan for the inaugural APBA Music Summer School to be
conducted in Melbourne in January, 2011.
Modelled on the very successful Summer
School held each year in New Zealand, this
APBA event has partnered with the Royal
New Zealand Pipe Band Association to
feature Pipe Major Jack Lee, Drum Major
Reid Maxwell, and mid-section exponent
Tyler Fry as our international tutors. The
Summer School will provide our members
with a week of great tuition from interna-
tional and local piping and drumming ex-
perts. The conference delegates were very
enthusiastic about this event and it has now
been referred to the APBA Council for
their approval to expend funds and under-
write the budget for the APBA Music Sum-
mer School.

National Massed Bands settings

The position of the Victorian Branch to modify and simplify the massed bands pipe settings
was applauded. It was decided to adopt the settings and use them as a National standard.
There are some minor alterations to be supplied by Brian Niven (Vic) and it was adopted
that these should be posted on the APBA Website and implemented as soon as possible.
Similarly, the drumming delegates voted to adopt the Victorian Massed Band drum scores as
the APBA Massed Band Drum Scores. Flourish symbols will be added to the mid-section
scores, unison passages will be included in all snare scores, and mp3 and video files of flour-
ish will be added to the APBA web site in due course. Local implementation of the new
drum scores will be determined by each Branch, with the scores to be fully adopted and used
at the 2012 Australian Championships.

What judges are looking for?

A brief document giving bands an indication of what judges are looking for in a performance
will be produced and will be posted on the Association website. This can also be done for
ensemble and drumming. It is to be an extract from the Adjudicators’ Handbook and RSPBA
document supplied by Brian Niven (Vic).

Advanced Certificate for Older Members
The piping delegates discussed a procedure already in place to allow older members of value
and with vast experience in higher grades to be able to complete their Advanced Certificate
and move on to the Adjudication training process. The APBA has a Recognition of Prior
Learning system in place and it can be used for those people who have been more than capa-
ble of performing the practical aspects of the syllabus in the past, but are no longer of a suit-
able standard due to their age. In such cases, some recognition of that prior standard could be
allowed. This should be presented to the National Principal for consideration. A requirement
to complete the Theory, Music Writing and other practical aspects of the examination, such
as setting-up and tuning a group of pipers, would still be required.

All Hard at Work



Solo Grading and Tune Requirements

It was suggested that Branches adopt a unified grading system for soloists to prevent confu-
sion across the states and encourage pipers and drummers to compete around the country.
The following will be recommended:

Open = A grade
Intermediate = B grade
Sub Intermediate = C grade
Elementary = D grade
Novice remains.

Tune requirements for competition should remain at the discretion of the contest promoters.

Examination Syllabus
Discussion was held with regard to the merits of the RSPBA’s Piping and Drumming Quali-
fication Board (PDQB) Syllabus. It was felt that as the Pipe Band Studies components were
not completed that it would be premature to look at the PDQB system as being a suitable al-
ternative to our own current structure.

Redrafting a new reference text was ruled out as too onerous at this stage but concerns were
expressed as to the future availability of the
RSPBA Structured Learning Books. It was felt
that we should wait and see the movement in
Scotland before progressing down this path.

The history and deficiencies of our current piping
syllabus was discussed and it was decided to add a
requirement to play a Piobaireachd ground and
first variation in the Intermediate Piping Certifi-
cate and a full Piobaireachd with taorluath and
crunluath variation within the Advanced Piping
Certificate. Other playing requirements were
deemed suitable at this stage. Ross Campbell
(QLD) offered to supply tutorials for four recom-
mended tunes and a tutorial on basic Piobaireachd
movements to be provided via the website.

Brett Tidswell (Principal) suggested that piping exam papers should be redrafted with a fur-
ther emphasis on the theory most applicable to piping. Greg Gordon (President) offered to
assist with document preparation.

Re-Introduction of National Solo Championships

Piping and Drumming delegates were in agreement that the Australian Solo Championships
should be re-introduced. The general feeling was that it would be too difficult to put it along-
side the Pipe Band Championships but a tender process would be considered to determine
the “who, where, and when” of the contest. Drumming delegates discussed the feasibility of
competitors being able to use a recording as backing track for the piping part of a drumming
solo competition. This has obvious positive and negative points associated with it and will be
the subject of further discussion, and perhaps trialling. It was also discussed that the Piping
Solo National Championship could be held at a separate time to the Drumming Solo Na-
tional Championship.

Hard at it After dark



Flexible Methodologies for Exams and Tuition

The drumming delegates discussed the use of technology (Skype, U-Stream, etc) for group
and individual tuition and APBA examinations. Excellent examples of this technology being
used in Australia and overseas were discussed by the delegates. The technology will be con-
sidered for use in a Preliminary Drumming Course in the near future, and will also be used
wherever considered appropriate for APBA examinations. Much more can be done in this
area and discussions will be ongoing.

The above comprehensive report was prepared by Greg Bassani the Principal of Drumming
for the Australian Pipe Band College.

Get Well

We wish Brian Edmonds former Secretary
of the APBA Inc. a speedy recovery fol-
lowing a recent accident which has caused
him to spend some time in hospital.

2010-2011 Fee Structure.

You are advised that the fees have been
increased in line with the rise in the CPI
over the last 12 months. The new fees are
as follows:

Band Registration $164:00

Member Registration $  22:00

As an incentive if Registration is com-
pleted for 2010-2011 prior to 30th June
2010 the following discounted rates will
apply.

Band Registration $160:00

Member Registration $  21:00

Adjudicators Log

All Adjudicators and Contest Supervisors
are reminded that your Adjudicators Log is
required by 31st May 2010. a copy is to be
provided to the APBA Inc. Secretary and
to your Branch Secretary, we would
strongly suggest that you also retain a copy
for your own purposes.
This form can be downloaded from
http:/www.pipebands.asn.au/CollegeDocs.asp

School of Piping

For all of you pipers here is a completely free
website that can provide you with:
Educational material, reviews, items of inter-
est, photo galleries, audio files and much
more, just go to:
www.schoolofpiping.com
There are no membership costs and every
part of the site is freely accessible.

The Edinburgh Military Tattoo in Sydney

What an experience for the Australian Bands
involved, The Western Australian
Police, The Royal Caledonian Society of
South Australia, The Tasmanian Police, The
Rats of Tobruk, City of Melbourne, The Aus-
tralian Federal Police, City of Blacktown,
Scots College Sydney, Manly Warringah,
Knox Grammar School Sydney and The
Queensland Police.
The first 3 days of rehearsals saw the Sydney
based bands
who did not live
in boarding
buses around
6am and getting
back to the drop
off point around
11pm, the next
4 days were a
little easier with
starting times
mid afternoon but still not getting home till
11pm or later. The whole show is one I am
sure that all those who participated will never
forget.

City of Blacktown First
Time in Full Uniform
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